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INTRODUCTION

Your visit to Yesterday’s World is a journey through time and how we used to live, from the reign of Queen Victoria to the 1960s.

CONTENTS OF THIS PACK

Inside this pack you will find all the information you need to know about bringing

your school to visit us, with details of our opening times, prices, parking and tips to help you make the most of your visit.

To help you plan your visit we have included various background information on the displays at Yesterday’s World and how these can be used to tie in with the

Curriculum. There is also a copy of our children’s quiz, the Kids’ Quest, which you may wish to photocopy for the children to complete as they go round.

FREE SITE VISITS

We offer free site visits for teachers by prior arrangement. There have been a lot of new developments at Yesterday’s World recently so even if you have visited before, you may benefit from a ’refresher’ preliminary visit to see the latest facilities we have to offer. To arrange a site visit please contact us on - 01493 331148.

UPON ARRIVAL WITH YOUR SCHOOL

You will be greeted by a member of staff who will give you a briefing before you start your tour round the museum. We do not provide guided tours, however, our staff are always on hand to answer any questions you may have. We will look after your bags while you go round the museum. If you require any further assistance, we will be happy to help.

TIPS TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR VISIT

• Split classes into smaller groups of 8-10 to go round.

• Allow time for the children to make close observations of all the settings, 

  especially the ones that apply to any specific studies.

• Don’t let the children rush on ahead - it is easy to miss items if this happens

• Please make full use of the push button commentaries

• Audience with Queen Victoria display - select a topic on the touch-screen

  panel. Topics include Queen Victoria’s Family Tree, Inventions, the Lives of

  Victorian Children and Great Yarmouth in Victorian Times. Screenings up to                                                                                                                                                                                                 10mins long.

YESTERDAY’S WORLD LAYOUT

Get ready for a thrilling time-travel adventure where the past is magically recaptured and brought to life in a vivid recreation of the olden day times.

The main building is on two floors of a 150 year old “Barrons Paradium”. It has 

Displays and exhibits throughout. There are 7 rooms on the first floor, where you can marvel at the splendour of the Crown Jewels, leading onto Queen Victoria’s throne room, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein’s monster, Robert Louie Stevenson’s Jekyll and Hyde and HG Wells’ Time Machine. On the Village Green we have The Carpenters workshop, the Wheelwright’s and the turn of the century Chemist complete with potions to suit all ailments. Browse at the large selection of agricultural tools and trade bicycles.

 AUDIENCE WITH QUEEN VICTORIA

The ‘Audience with Queen Victoria’ display consists of two flat screen LCDs,       

disguised as oil paintings, which are automatically activated as you enter the room. By pressing the buttons on the touch screen panel, you can find information on the following subjects.

• Queen Victoria’s Family Tree

• The Lives of Victorian Children

• Victorian Inventions

• Great Yarmouth in Victorian Times

These are interactive presentations in which Queen Victoria commentates on films and 3D animations of happenings during her reign. The children could use this opportunity to make notes, which they can then use to help them when they return to school.

This room is an excellent teaching resource.

Ground floor:

Visit the Railway Station where you can watch and listen to the Steam train approach the platform, and absorb the atmosphere as the train announcer keeps you informed of the next arrival, and why not visit WH Smiths on the platform. Stand back and mind the gap.

Wander through Memory Lane and peruse the row of shops, depicting a Victorian Street scene, complete with an Ironmongers, Curiosity Shop, Tobacconist, Book Shop, Photographers, and Toy Shop. How are our toys different from those of the past?

Ground floor: cont

Laugh hysterically as you see yourself in our Hall of Magic Mirrors, and view our Model Miniature Fairground collection. Follow your ears as you are teased by the sounds of the pan pipes, as they play in the distance. They will lead you on to Carousel Parade where you will see another row of shops, including John Bulls bicycle shop, Printers and Cobblers. All your senses will go into overdrive as you enter our Traditional Sweet shop, and be amazed by a huge selection of goodies to tempt your sweet tooth. Then just when you think it couldn’t get any better, brace yourself for a magical ride on our beautiful 19th century Carousel, making you feel like Mary Poppin’s.  

YESTERDAY’S WORLD SITE INFORMATION

SHOPPING

There is a souvenir shop as you leave Yesterday’s World, this is well stocked

with items for every age and pocket, from nostalgic to present day.

CATERING

The Victorian Tea room, which is situated at the front of the building by the main entrance, sells - teas, coffees, cold drinks, cake, sandwiches etc, where you will be served by our friendly staff, dressed up to recreate a bygone era. You are welcome to bring your own packed lunches and to use this area for your lunch. The tea room can accommodate up to 40 people so it may be necessary to stagger your lunch period for larger groups. 

TOILETS

Ladies, gentlemen’s and disabled toilets are on the ground floor adjacent to the gift shop.

FIRST AID

There is no first aid room, but qualified First Aiders are on site at all times.

PARKING

There is no parking on site. The nearest coach park is located on Marine Parade. Most schools get the coach driver to drop them off outside Yesterday’s World first.

HOW TO BOOK

All visits should be pre-booked in advance. Please call 01493 331148, and we will forward you a confirmation to bring with you on the day. We are open Daily from 9.30am. Alternatively you can make a booking request online at http://www.reception@yesterdaysworld.co.uk.

GROUP BOOKING PRICES

15+ in group PER PERSON

Children.……………………………… £4.00

Teacher…………..…………………..   Free

1 adult free per 5 children

Please note prices may be subject to change. Please check when booking.

TAILOR MADE GOODY BAGS

Take the stress out of spending pocket money in the gift shop by ordering the

children’s souvenirs before you visit. Simply decide how much you wish to spend

per child and we will have goody bags ready for you to hand out on the day. These can include small mementoes, such as a Yesterday’s World pencil and rubber.

Please ask when booking.

PAYMENT METHODS

You can pay by card, cash or cheque on the day of your visit. We accept Visa,

Mastercard, Solo, Switch, Maestro. Cheques should be made payable to: Yesterday’s World Ltd.

If you would prefer to be invoiced, please let us know when you book.

TEACHING RESOURCES

AVAILABLE TO BUY AT YESTERDAY’S WORLD

Victorian slate and pencil………………………………………. £2.50

Replica memorabilia packs. :………………………………….… £5.99

Replica memorabilia packs are:-

• Victorian Household - Contains a licence for servants, blanket price list,

carbolic smoke ball leaflet, Exchange & Mart, advertising images and photos,

household furnishings catalogue, water purification booklet, gas lighting

advertising flyer, cabinet makers invoice.

• The Blitz - Contains general advice info leaflet on gas attacks, cooking after a

Blitz pamphlet, ARP booklet, air raid letter, miscellaneous trade cards, body

tag, photographic images of the Blitz, after the raid leaflet, fire precaution

leaflet.

• Homefront - Contains household leaflets on repairs, fuel saving and healthy

eating advice, railings receipt, clothing ration book, chart of gases,

miscellaneous cards and informative bus tickets, war emergency leaflet,

government postcard images, disease information booklet.

• Homeguard - Contains Training booklet, Officer’s mess rule book ‘Modern World’ magazine, information circulars, miscellaneous papers, recruitment flyer, Armistice Night concert programme, selection of postcards and Home Guard images.

• World War One Contains joining the ranks booklet, patriotic pledge card,

1915 propaganda postcard, instructions in the event of an invasion, medical

report of Lieutenant Wilfred Owen, help to win the war leaflet.

• RAF at War - Contains RAF pass, Christmas 1943 menu, taking off booklet,

combat report, instructions in case of capture.

• Wish you were here! - Contains - Holiday camp pamphlets, Hotel leaflets, entertainments programme, “by coach to the seaside” booklet, railway handbill and a selection of postcards (saucy and otherwise)

FEEDBACK FROM PREVIOUS SCHOOL VISITS

We are very proud of the excellent relationship we have developed with many of the primary schools in our area; many of whom return to us year after year. Here are just a couple of comments from schools, following their most recent visit to Yesterday’s World.

St Augustines Primary School, Norwich.

Mr Dodson (Year 4 Class Teacher)

“Our year 4’s had a thoroughly enjoyable time and got a real sense of how life was different in the past.  The wide range of artefacts on display captivated the children and got them asking questions about what different items were used for. Yesterdays World is a visual treat for children, with displays and recreations bustling with a large variety of everyday items of the past. The search and find quiz organised by Yesterdays World kept all the children alert and focused all day. Many thanks also for the incredibly warm welcome that you gave us and for all your generosity. Having such a marvellous day I will happily recommend you to others to give you a visit.”

“To Yesterdays World. Thank you the exciting school trip. I had lots of fun. I now know lots of things from the past. I think the best bit was when we went on the Carousel.”

Olivia age 8

“Dear Yesterdays World. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to visit the Museum. I came to know about some of the interesting facts about the past. I was amazed to see the crown jewels embedded with sparkly jewels. The ride on the old Carousel was fun and exciting especially when it went fast. It was an excellent day out and I hope to visit there again with my family.”

Arshed age 8

“Dear Yesterdays World. Thank you for the fantastic time and I really enjoyed myself the most on the Carousel. I loved the smell of the sweet shop and I really liked going around the Museum.”

Declan age 8

School quiz

Q1
What is the badge number of the Lady Police Officer?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q2
What is the name of the central stone in the Queen Mothers Crown?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q3
During the video, Queen Victoria talks about when she became Queen.

How old was she when she took to the throne?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q4
What is the name of our Chelsea Pensioner?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q5
In what year was Princess Diana born? And what are the names of her children?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q6
What year was the Queens Silver Jubilee?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q7
What is the name of the gentleman in the Carpenters shop?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q8
What is the engine number that is pulling into the Train station?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q9
How many cases are waiting for the porter on the railway platform?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q10
What’s the time in the Ironmongers?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q11
What year is the Tom & Jerry Annual in the Toy Shop?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q12
In what year was the Carousel Built?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What was your favourite part of the Museum?

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

School Quiz Answers

Q1
What is the badge number of the Lady Police Officer? - 669

Q2
What is the name of the central stone in the Queen Mothers Crown? – Koh-i-nor Diamond

Q3
During the video, Queen Victoria talks about when she became Queen.

How old was she when she took to the throne?  – 18 years & 1 month

Q4
What is the name of our Chelsea Pensioner? - Keith

Q5
In what year was Princess Diana born? And what are the names of her children – 1961, Harry and William

Q6
What year was the Queens Silver Jubilee? - 1977

Q7
What is the name of the gentleman in the Carpenters shop? – Henry Carpenter

Q8
What is the engine number that is pulling into the Train station? - 60152

Q9
How many cases are waiting for the porter on the railway platform? - 11

Q10
What’s the time in the Ironmongers? – 7 minutes past 8

Q11
What year is the Tom & Jerry Annual in the Toy Shop? - 1972

Q12
In what year was the Carousel Built? - 1898

Draw one of the inventions that were made during the Victorian Period.

Draw one of the Trade Bicycles on the Village Green.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON DISPLAYS

CHEMIST

Before the days of the National Health Service, many people visited the chemist

who would recommend or make an ointment or powder to cure any ailment. The

origins of the trade lie in the Middle Ages when quack doctors, herbalists and

witches would concoct all manner of potions, such as powdered toads for dropsy

and nosebleeds, millipedes swallowed whole for jaundice and asthma and seahorse as an antidote to the bite of a mad dog. The Victorian chemist would have attended college and undertaken a stringent apprenticeship before being allowed to dispense drugs.

A chemist was easily recognisable by the hundreds of coloured bottles on display, and a large carboy or specie jar in the window. As the majority of the population was illiterate, shop signs were mainly pictorial and window displays made it very obvious what was sold there.

A feature of every chemist would have been the ‘drug run’, a set of drawers with

wooden knobs and painted labels holding herbs, roots, powdered chemicals and all manner of ingredients for the preparation of pills and medicines. Different coloured and shaped specie jars would have been used to distinguish different types of liquid eg. Green for poison and blue for syrups.

Often powdered medicines had an unpleasant taste, so the chemist would make

them into pills by adding liquorice powder and liquid glucose mixed in a pestle and mortar. The ball-shaped pill was produced by placing the mixture into a machine, operated by hand, to produce strips of paste, which were then cut into small blocks.

These blocks were then rolled under a wooden disc over a slab of marble to

produce a small ball or pill. 

The chemist would often double as an optician as half the nation suffered from bad vision. Also on display are early dentistry tools and a dentist’s drill that would have been foot operated!

Trade Bicycles

Before the days of Supermarkets, villages boasted a wide variety of shops, the likes of which you will discover today. The general stores, such as the Bakers, Grocers formed the hub of the village communities where people could catch up on all the local gossip. If you placed your order with the shop keeper in the morning, they would then be delivered by an errand boy on his trade bicycle by lunch time. See a selection of trade bicycles on the Village Green. Including a “stop me and by one” ice cream bicycle. 

BACKGROUND INFO ON DISPLAYS

THE IRONMONGERS

The ironmongery sold everything for the household, tradesman and in country

areas, the farmer. Every inch of space would have been taken up with goods;

baskets and kitchen utensils would hang from the ceiling. The drawers behind the counter would hide smaller items and goods like dustbins and brooms would spill out into the street. Larger establishments would often have their own foundry and would manufacture items, such as nails, kettles and saucepans to sell in the shop. Outside work would also be carried out, such as plumbing and gas fitting.

Like the chemist and the grocer, the ironmonger would be a wealth of knowledge

and he would be able to advise you on matters, such as carpentry, plumbing,

painting, locks, tools and household appliances of every kind. 

The ironmonger needed to be good at maths as different items would be measured in different units;

nails and tacks were weighed by the pound, screws and hooks counted by the

gross, paints and varnishes sold by the pint and rope and twine sold by the yard and measured against the brass yardstick set in the counter.

ENAMEL SIGNS

Enamel signs have been on the High Street since the 1860s when companies would pay shopkeepers to display permanent advertisements inside and outside their shops. The shopkeeper’s fee would usually require him to clean and maintain the signs. The first signs were simple in design comprising of the brand name, maker, a slogan and a cartouche of the sign manufacturer. The enamel sign was a popular form of advertising medium right up to the First World War when sign manufacturers turned their attention to the war effort. After World War II signs continued to be used until the 1960s when less permanent forms of advertising became more popular.

CURRICULUM TOPICS

A visit to Yesterday’s World can be used as a useful tool to tie in with the following Key Stage 1 topics.

KEY STAGE 1

History

• Shops and shopping - displays, customer service, supermarkets

• Toys - how have toys changed and not changed?

• How people used to live - position of Nanny and children in the household.

Literacy

• Speaking and listening - how many articles do you recognise that we still use today.

Science

• Communication - how was music and the spoken word brought into the home?

DT

• Toys - what were they made out of?

• Fairground - how did they work?

Art

• Sketching

• Observational Drawing

CURRICULUM TOPICS

A visit to Yesterday’s World can be used as a useful tool to tie in with the following Key Stage 2 topics.

KEY STAGE 2

History

• Victorian England - life as a child

• Britain since 1930 - compare the home, shopping, communications

Literacy

• Speaking and listening - in what ways was life in the home different?

• Note taking

• Advertising

Numeracy

• Comparison of metric and imperial measures

PHSE

• Healthy eating - why people are not overweight; rationing

• Smoking - how have attitudes changed

DT

• Packaging - sweets and groceries

• Toys and games - materials used in manufacture

• Fairground - how do they work?

• Purses and fans

Art

• Sketching

• Observational Drawing

CURRICULUM TOPICS

A visit to Yesterday’s World can be used as a useful tool to tie in with the following Key Stage 3 and 4 topics.

KEY STAGE 3 AND 4

History

• Early healthcare - chemists / opticians / dentist

• Social attitudes - status of different workers - shops, household staff

• Changes in technology - wireless, kitchen, shops

• Health and social education

• Advertising - then and now

Literacy

• Note taking

• Advertising - how has advertising copy changed

Numeracy

• Comparison of metric and imperial measures

• Pre-decimal money

Science

• How toys worked

• Communication

• Electricity - how it changed people’s lives

DT

• Toys and games - design and materials

• Packaging - materials and attractiveness to customer

Art

• Observational Drawing

• Advertisement design

FAQs

1. When do you open?

Every day except 25th Dec and 1st Jan. From 9.30am daily. The tearoom is

open from 9.30am.

2. What is the maximum number that you can accommodate in a group?

We can accept numbers of up to 100 but please bear in mind that you may have to stagger entrance and lunch periods) and split into smaller groups to go round the museum

3. Is there an area for lunch on-site?

Yes. In our 1930s style Victorian Tearoom. There is seating indoors for up to 40 people. Most schools have their lunch at 12.30pm.

4. Is there anywhere to leave our bags on arrival?

Yes. We will look after your bags for you and bring them down to you when you

are ready to have your lunch.

5. Do you do guided tours?

No. Look for the push button commentaries as you go round. 

6. Can we pay by invoice?

Yes. Please ask when booking. Otherwise it is OK to pay on the day. This is easier than paying in advance, in case there are any changes in your numbers.

7. Can we handle any artefacts?

We can provide you with a small box of artefacts for you to handle and draw. This is especially useful for children studying Homes and Toys. Please ask when

booking.

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us on 01493 331148 or email reception@yesterdaysworld.co.uk.

CONTACT US

WHERE ARE WE?

Yesterday’s World

34 Marine Parade

Great Yarmouth

Norfolk

NR30 2EN

Tel 01493 331148

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS

As Above

We hope you enjoy your visit to Yesterday’s World. We are always striving to improve our facilities to offer you the best day out possible and welcome your comments and feedback.

