22

[image: image1.jpg]BATTIE . EasT sussE’




Group Information Pack
Yesterday’s World, superbly situated in the delightful historic market town of Battle, is a great place to visit for Coach parties, Clubs and Societies looking for a unique and memorable day out.
Email:- shop@yesterdaysworld.co.uk

Telephone (0)1424 777226
Group Pack Contents

Cover Page……………………………………………………………………………….. Page 1

Contents………………………………………………………………………………….  Page 2

Introduction……………………………………………………………………...........
Page 3

Yesterdays World Layout………………………………………………….…………
Page 4

Yesterdays World Information………………........................................... Page 5

Group Booking Prices………………………………………………………………..
Page 6

Risk Assessment………………………………………………………………………..
Page 7
The Known History of Yesterday’s World and Battle…………………….
Page 8
Key Dates in English History………………………………………………………
Page 9
Background Information On Displays……….......................................
Page 10
Background Information On Displays……….......................................
Page 11
Background Information On Displays……….......................................
Page 12
Background Information On Displays……….......................................
Page 13
Background Information On Displays……….......................................
Page 14
Background Information On Displays……….......................................
Page 15
Background Information On Displays……….......................................
Page 16
Museum Quiz……………………………………………………………………………
Page 17
Museum Quiz……………………………………………………………………………
Page 18
Museum Quiz…………………………………………………………………………… Page 19
Museum Quiz Answers……………………………………………………………… Page 20
FAQs……………………………………………………………………………………….
Page 21
FAQs……………………………………………………………………………………….
Page 22
Contact Us……………………………………………………………………………….
Page 23
Group Booking Form………………………………………………………………
Page 24
Introduction

Your visit to Yesterday’s World is a journey through time and how we used to live, from the reign of Queen Victoria to the 1970s.

CONTENTS OF THIS PACK

Inside this pack you will find all the information you need to know about bringing your group to visit us, with details of our opening times, prices, parking and tips to help you make the most of your visit.

To help you plan your visit we have included various background information on the displays at Yesterday’s World and a risk assessment for the attraction. Many other resources and activities are available to download for free from our website.

FREE SITE VISITS

We offer free site visits for teachers by prior arrangement. There have been a lot of new developments at Yesterday’s World recently so even if you have visited before, you may benefit from a ’refresher’ preliminary visit to see the latest facilities we have to offer. To arrange a site visit, please contact us on 01424 777226.

UPON ARRIVAL WITH YOUR SCHOOL

You will be greeted by a member of staff who will give you a briefing before you start your tour round the museum. We do not provide guided tours but our staff are always on hand to answer any questions you may have. We will look after your bags while you go round the museum. If you require any further assistance, we will be happy to help.

TIPS TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR VISIT

 Split into smaller groups of 8-10 to go round (see page 5)

 Allow time for the group to make close observations of all the settings; especially the ones that apply to any specific studies.

 Please make full use of the push button commentaries

 Audience with Queen Victoria display - select a topic on the touch-screen panel. Topics include Queen Victoria’s Family Tree, Inventions, The Lives of Victorian Children and Battle in Victorian Times. Screenings up to 10mins long.
 War Room Display – an evacuee video will play as you walk into the room. Screenings up to 15mins long.

Yesterdays World Layout

Yesterday’s World has three distinct areas - the main building, the exhibition centre building and an outside area.

LAYOUT INSIDE

The main building is on three floors of a 600 year old Wealden Hall House. It has 23 rooms, which show different shops and a room dedicated to World War II, Evacuation, Life at Home and Women's Roles. There are also 4 rooms at the top of the house, which show the children’s nursery and school rooms.

Ground floor: 1930s Grocers; Post Office; Jewellers, Music Shop; ‘Allworks’ General Store; Street Scene

1st floor: Barbers; Mrs Bumble’s Sweet Shop; Wireless Shop; Wartime Display; Chemist; Doll and Toy Shop; Pawnbrokers; Loo with a View; Boot Repairer;

Lace maker; Drapers; Taxidermies; Ironmongers; Victorian Kitchen and Laundry.

Attic floor: Nanny’s Room; Granny’s Attic; Children’s Dayroom; Children’s Games; Fairground; Toys; Children’s Playroom and Bedroom.

The Exhibition Centre has a large room devoted to Queen Victoria and the British Monarchy ( see the Queen, Prince Phillip and Prince Charles) on the first floor with a 3D interactive ‘Audience with Queen Victoria’ display, and a street scene and further 9 exhibition rooms on the ground floor, including: Mail coach and horses; Tea and Coffee Purveyors; Edwardian Drapers; Domestic Bazaar; Judges Camera Shop; Electrical Shop; Wartime Kitchen; General Store; 1960-70s Clothes and Record Boutique.

LAYOUT OUTSIDE

On the lawn there is a climbing frame with a soft landing suitable for nursery and Key Stage 1, some individual rocking toys and a draughts set. At the bottom of the garden is an area with a variety of buildings for imaginative play - Elizabethan house, forge, castle, church, school, village store and a cannon.

There is enough to occupy a whole class and would suit ages 4-10 years.
IDEAS FOR ORGANISATION
The Exhibition Centre creates an ideal opportunity to split your group and start them in three different locations.

Group 1: Entrance to the original house exhibition and the World War II Room

Group 2: Entrance straight to the Royalty Room, 1st floor of Exhibition Centre

Group 3: Entrance to the Street Scene, ground floor of Exhibition Centre
The groups could then move from 1>2>3; 2>3>1; 3>1>2
Yesterdays World Site Information

SHOPPING

There is a big souvenir shop as you leave Yesterday’s World, this is well stocked with items for every age and pocket. There is an old fashioned sweet shop selling loose sweets by weight plus individual sweets e.g. lollipops, flyers saucers, fruit salads and black jacks.

CATERING

The tea room, which is situated at the rear of the building by the garden, sells teas, coffees, cold drinks, cake, sandwiches etc. You are welcome to bring your own packed lunches and to use this area for your lunch. The tea room can accommodate up to 30 people so it may be necessary to stagger your lunch period for larger groups. There is also a picnic area in the garden, consisting of 6 tables with benches and chairs and two long benches and further seating on the decking

outside the tea room.

TOILETS

Ladies, gentlemen’s and disabled toilets are on the ground floor to the left as you enter the exhibition centre.

FIRST AID

There is no first aid room but qualified first aiders are on site at all times.

PARKING

There is no parking on site. The nearest coach park is located behind Market Square at the north end of the High Street, first exit off the roundabout. Most schools get the coach driver to drop them off outside Yesterday’s World first.

Alternatively it is only a short walk from the coach park with public toilets on the way in Market Square.

HOW TO BOOK

All visits should be pre-booked in advance. Please call 01424 777226 and we will send you a confirmation to bring with you on the day. Our office hours are Monday to Friday 9.30-5.00. Alternatively you can make a booking request

online at http://www.yesterdaysworld.co.uk/battlegroupvisitenquiry.asp
Group Prices   11+ paying people (prices per person)
Yesterdays World



Yesterdays World and Battle Abbey
Adult £5.95




Adult £11.00
Senior Citizen £4.95



Senior Citizen £9.80
Child (4-15) £4.20 



Child (4-15) £7.00
Under 4's free





Student £4.20




Student £9.80
Special Needs £4.20

Carer £2.00




Driver & Organiser FREE


Driver & Organiser FREE

HOW TO BOOK?
All visits should be pre-booked in advance by calling 01424 777226 or fill in the booking form on page 38. We will then send confirmation of your booking to bring with you on the day.

FLEXIBLE ALL DAY ENTRY TICKETS For Clubs and Societies we offer flexible entry tickets at our special group rate so that you can tailor your visit to suit the different needs of your party. Explore the beautiful historic market town of Battle and visit our exhibition and English country garden at your leisure.
PAYMENT METHODS

A deposit for your visit will be requested and the balance will be payable upon arrival.

We accept Mastercard, Visa, Solo, Switch and Maestro or a cheque made payable to

‘Yesterday’s World Limited’. When paying the balance on the day we recommend that

the driver or tour leader comes to the counter first, to pay for the group as a whole and

then distributes the entry tickets to the their party to avoid congestion in the gift shop. If part of a combined visit to Battle Abbey, the group leader will also be given a Service

Voucher to exchange for tickets at Battle Abbey.
DISABLED ACCESS

Yesterday’s World, is presented in two parts; a 600 year old medieval hall-house set over 3 floors, and a new 2 storey state-of-the-art exhibition centre that is purpose built to allow access for all. The tea room is also fully wheelchair friendly with lift access to the garden. Due to its listed status, access to the upper floors of the medieval house is via stairs. There is a Disabled toilet on site.

Risk Assessment

MAIN BUILDING

The main building is on three floors and due to its age and listed status there are:

 Steep spiral-type stairs, which are black but do have a white strip edge.

 No handrails on parts of some staircases.

 Very low ceilings in some places, however these are well signposted

 Cobbles on the ground floor, which make the surface uneven

 Single steps connecting areas on the same floor as all the areas of one floor 
are not on the same level - there are warning notices.

 Some narrow passages.

NEW BUILDING AND OUTSIDE AREA

 There is a ramp from the main building to the new building.

 There are modern stairs with a handrail to and from the Royalty Room.

 There are stairs with a handrail to the tearoom and steps from there to the 
garden.

 There are 4 steps with a handrail to the grass, which can also be accessed by a 
sloping path.

 The outside play area has bark chips on the landing area.

 There are no obstacles in the remainder of the outside area.

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

 There is no wheelchair access to the 2nd and 3rd floors in the main 
building.

 The ground floor is cobbled and very uneven.

 There is a lift from street level to the Royalty Room.

 There is a lift from the tearoom to the garden level.

 There is a sloping path through to the garden.
The Known History of Yesterday’s World and Battle

The attractive town of Battle gets it name from the Battle of Hastings, which was fought between Harold the Saxon king and William the Conqueror in 1066. The battle was so significant it changed the course of English history.

The town grew up around the Abbey of St Martin which was built by William the Conqueror after the battle. It is said that William vowed that should he win the battle he would build such an abbey. The abbey was built between 1070 and 1094, and the high altar is believed to have been placed on the spot where Harold fell. Today the Abbey ruins and the battlefield are cared for by English Heritage and are well worth a visit. The imposing Abbey gatehouse built circa 1338 can be seen as you look down the length of the High Street.

Battle has some notable Georgian buildings along its High Street. The cottages and houses near the Abbey date from around 1700. The parish church of St Mary was built in Norman times and for the most part is 12th century in construction. It offers the visitor rare 14th century wall paintings and a Norman font amongst other things. At the Northern end of the High Street can be found the Almonry which was built in 1090 and now houses the Town Council and the Battle Museum of Local History.

Known History of the Building

Yesterday’s World occupies numbers 89 and 90 High Street, Battle. The original building is over 600 years old. It was built in 1410 for the accountant of Battle Abbey. Over time it was converted into two separate dwellings (numbers 89 and 90), which have been home to a long list of occupants over the years, including a boarding school and dentist’s surgery, as well as private dwellings. In 1986, 90 High Street was bought by Mr and Mrs Buckley and converted into a museum and gift shop. In 1992 they acquired number 89 and knocked it through to expand the museum that we see today.

Structure of the Building (89-90 High Street, Battle, East Sussex)

The main structure of the building dates back to 1406. The house that was constructed was a ‘Wealden’ hall house with an open hall and a two storied bay at either end, which housed the parlour and the services for the chambers above.

The date of the stone walled cellar is not certain although such cellars would usually be located beneath the parlour. Each of the two rear ranges housed a single room on each storey. Both doorways giving access between the front and rear first floor chambers survive though are now blocked. The chambers throughout were originally open to the roof.

First floor doorways survive in the north wall of the main range between the front and rear chambers, that within the eastern bay being located so as to suit the position of the former stairs. Both openings are now blocked but retain their plain elliptically-arched heads. A heavy mortice in the side of one of the exposed joists marks the former position of the stairs within the eastern bay. No details are known regarding the position of the stairs within the western bay.

The hall was floored over and a chimney inserted in the late 18th century. It is thought at this time the house was converted into two dwellings though it remained in single ownership. New dog-leg staircases were now inserted into the end bays. Both stairs rise to the attic level and the eastern one still retains its shaped slat banisters at first floor level. Partitions were inserted into the eastern chamber in order to form a landing area, as well as dividing the original chamber.
Key Dates in English History

23rd March 1861 – 1st trams operate in London

10 January 1863 – The London Underground Opens

26th May 1868 – Last Public Hanging

10 March 1876 – Alexander Graham Bell makes the 1st telephone call

1st February 1884 – The first oxford dictionary published

13th October 1884 – World adopts Greenwich Meantime

11th October 1886 – First statue to honour a woman is erected

22nd January 1901 – Queen Victoria Dies

2nd October 1901 – Royal Navy launches 1st submarine

29th November 1907 – Florence Nightingale is presented with the Order of Merit

17th January 1912 – Captain Scott reached the South Pole

15th April 1912 – Titanic sinks

28th July 1914 – Start of World War I

4th August 1914 – Britain declares War on Germany

24th December 1914 – First Bomb dropped on English soil

6th February 1918 – Women get the Vote

1st April 1918 – RAF Created

11 November 1918 – End of World War I

20th December 1928 – Harry Ramsden opens first Fish and Chip shop

5th March 1936 – Maiden flight of the Spitfire

3rd September 1939 – Britain declares War on Germany – World War II begins

27th May 1940 – Evacuation of Dunkirk Begins

3rd June 1940 – Evacuation of Dunkirk Ends

10th July 1940 – The Battle of Britain Begins

15th September 1940 – The Battle of Britain Ends

16th May 1943 – Dambusters Raid

24th March 1944 – The Real Great Escape

6th June 1944 – D-Day Landings

7th May 1945 Nazi Germany Surrenders – VE Day

2nd June 1953 – Queen Elizabeth II Coronation

4th October 1962 – The Beatles release 1st single

23rd November 1963 – First Episode of Dr Who

24th January 1965 – Winston Churchill dies

30th July 1966 – England win the World Cup

18th December 1969 – Death Penalty abolished

15th February 1971 – the UK decimalized, replacing the shilling and penny

7th June 1977 – Silver Jubilee celebrations

19th October 1987 – Black Monday Market Crash

6th May 1994 – The Channel Tunnel opens

22ns February 1997 – Dolly the Sheep Cloned

31st august 1997 – Diana, Princess of Wales, dies in a car crash

12th August 1999 – Total eclipse of the sun

30th March 2002 – Queen Mother Dies

18th February 2005 – Fox Hunting banned in the UK

18th December 2007 Queen becomes Oldest British Monarch
Background Information about displays

The Grocers (1930’s) – PUSH BUTTON COMMENTARY

S. Searle and Sons is a general store and appears as it would have done in the 1930’s. The shelves are heavily laden with everything from floor polish to fresh meat. In the 1930’s an increasing number of items were being sold pre-packaged, examples on display include flour, tea and cocoa. You could still buy some items loose, such as the biscuits displayed in front of the counter. The grocer would also sell butter in the weight you required; see the butter slab and pats on the back shelf. Before the days of supermarkets, villages boasted a wide variety of shops, the likes of which you will discover today. All the household’s needs would be served and people would only travel to the towns for luxury items, to visit friends or to enjoy a day out. The general store often formed the hub of village communities where people could catch up on all the local gossip as well as do the family shopping. The grocer, in this case Mr Searle, would know all his customers by name and would be familiar with the families like and dislikes. He would probably know the price of everything in his shop without looking, and if you didn’t have the correct change, the nearest few pennies would do. Items ordered in the morning would be delivered by the errand boy on his trade bicycle by lunch time!

The wire above the grocer’s head is called a rapid wire and the grocer would attach your bill and payment and zip it along to the cashier who would send back the correct change.

The Post Office

The village post office was often incorporated into the general store to supplement the shopkeeper’s income. In the days before phone boxes (and a long time before mobile phones!), people made telephone calls from here to the local exchange, where the operator put their calls through for them.

Allwork’s Store (Turn of the Century) – PUSH BUTTON COMMENTARY

The oldest general store at Yesterday's World dates from the late 19th century before pre-packaging was introduced, when all goods (including coffee, tea, treacle and tobacco) were weighed out by hand.

The Jeweller’s

Amongst the jewellery on display in the jeweller’s window are Victorian mourning brooches, which were fashionable during the time of Prince Albert’s death – jet being the most popular material. Other items to spot include the Georgian patch box with its stick-on beauty spot, and a leaf-patterned box containing a 2s. 6d. pocket watch.
Mrs Bumbles Chocolate and Tobacco Shop (1920’s) – PUSH BUTTON COMMENTARY
The confectionery shop, with its delicious aroma, is filled with traditional sweets and packaging as it would have been sold in the 1920’s. Gobstoppers, liquorice root, giant humbugs, barley twists and other colourful candies could be bought for half a penny in a paper twist. We also have a small brass lacer tin which Princess Mary, the daughter of Queen Mary, sent to the soldiers fighting in WWII.

Background Information about displays

The Wireless Shop (From 1922)

In the days before television and computers, family entertainment mainly centred around games, books

and the radio. The British Broadcasting Company first started transmitting regular programmes in 1922 from the Marconi 2LO transmitter in London. The wireless radio was very expensive, so most people had crystal sets that were unable to operate a loud speaker. As valve sets became more affordable, they soon took over from the crystal sets and mains electricity in the late 1920’s solved the problems of powering the sets. The first television sets were available in the late 1930’s but were too expensive for most people and broadcasts were few and far between. The radio was an important tool during the Second World War - keeping Britain’s spirits up with programmes, such as ‘Workers Playtime’, which was played at lunchtime to the factory workers. The radio offered entertainment for the whole family with shows such as, ‘Dick Barton Special Agent’, ‘The Archers’ (1951), ‘Round the Horn’, ‘Journey into Space,’ and the ‘ITMA’ (It’s That Man Again) show.

Television became popular and affordable with the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953 and many

radio programmes made the transition to television, such as ‘The Goons’ and ‘Listen with Mother’, which became ‘Watch with Mother’, “Are you sitting comfortably? Then I’ll begin.” The light bulbs in the case opposite the door range in dates from 1880 (top left) to 1950 (top right).

The Victorian Chemists – PUSH BUTTON COMMENTARY

Before the days of the National Health Service, many people visited the chemist who would recommend or

make an ointment or powder to cure any ailment. The origins of the trade lie in the Middle Ages when quack doctors, herbalists and witches would concoct all manner of potions, such as powdered toads for dropsy and nosebleeds, millipedes swallowed whole for jaundice and asthma and seahorse as an antidote to the bite of a mad dog. The Victorian chemist would have attended college and undertaken a stringent apprenticeship before being allowed to dispense drugs. A chemist was easily recognisable by the hundreds of coloured bottles on display, and a large carboy or specie jar in the window. As the majority of the population was illiterate, shop signs were mainly pictorial and window displays made it very obvious what was sold there. A feature of every chemist would have been the ‘drug run’, a set of drawers with wooden knobs and painted labels holding herbs, roots, powdered chemicals and all manner of ingredients for the preparation of pills and medicines. Different coloured and shaped specie jars would have been used to distinguish different types of liquid eg. green for poison and blue for syrups. Often powdered medicines had an unpleasant taste, so the chemist would make them into pills by adding liquorice powder and liquid glucose mixed in a pestle and mortar. The ball-shaped pill was produced by placing the mixture into a machine, operated by hand, to produce strips of paste, which were then cut into small blocks. These blocks were then rolled under a wooden discover a slab of marble to produce a small ball or pill (see pill making machine on chemist’s counter). The chemist would often double as an optician as half the nation suffered from bad vision. Also on display are early dentistry tools and a dentist’s drill that would have been foot operated! Much of the stock from this shop came from an Apothecary’s Store which had been boarded up at the turn of the century. The night before the opening of the museum in 1986, a bottle was being cleaned and Mrs Buckley, the museum’s original owner, noticed it was full of powder – looking at the label it said ‘Plux Opie’ which she realised was OPIUM! The now empty bottle can now be seen in the cabinet near the shop counter.

Background Information about displays

Doll and Toy Shop

German manufacturers had a monopoly on china dolls, many of which were modelled on real children and became very popular before the First World War. They sold for 2s.6d.each which was a young man's weekly wage then. Toy bears had been made in Germany since the 1840's; they were always stiff, sawdust-stuffed animals, until 1902 when Steiff introduced a softer fur covered bear. The name, Teddy, was attached to it, after a cartoon appeared of Teddy Roosevelt, the American President, taking home a baby bear as a pet, after one of his hunting trips. The doll and toy shop contains many fine examples of both boys' and girls' toys spanning over a hundred years.

Cobblers (1923)

The stock for this shop came from a cobbler’s in Burwash, Sussex, which was run by a Walter Wood since 1923. It is typical of a small boot and repair shop, set up to cater for the needs of the local community during the days when people owned a limited number of shoes.

Lace Maker

At a time when specialist shops were the norm, people visited the lace maker to purchase anything from a handkerchief to a frilly pair of bloomers. Lace making was a very intricate art, often carried out in dim candlelight and extreme cold.

Most of the lace in this display was worn by a Miss Marsh, who for many years was Governess to the Queen of Holland.

Pawnbrokers – PUSH BUTTON COMMENTARY

Pawnbrokers were sometimes the only places the working class could get loans in the early part of the 20th century. Personal clothes and bed linen were among the items most commonly used as security against a small loan. The contract was called a ‘pledge.’ As many as 2000 pledges might be made on the Monday morning; sheets would still be damp from washing, and Sunday best shoes and clothes would come in, and go out again on Friday, to use the following weekend.

Enamel Signs

Enamel signs have been on the High Street since the 1860’s when companies would pay shopkeepers to display permanent advertisements inside and outside their shops. The shopkeeper’s fee would usually require him to clean and maintain the signs. The first signs were simple in design comprising of the brand name, maker, a slogan and a cartouche of the sign manufacturer. The enamel sign was a popular form of advertising medium right up to the First World War when sign manufacturers turned their attention to the war effort. After World War II signs continued to be used until the 1960’s when less permanent forms of advertising became more popular.
Background Information about displays

Late Victorian Kitchen – PUSH BUTTON COMMENTARY

The kitchens of many large houses were supplied with all the produce from their own estates. Cheese,

cream and butter would be prepared every few days in the dairy, animals from the farms would be butchered, wool from sheep would be made into clothes, vegetables, fruit and flowers were supplied by the gardener. There were no fridges or freezers to keep products fresh, so cook would often need to consult the gardener before preparing the day’s menu, with help from books, such as ‘Mrs Beeton’s Household Management.’ The cook was often the housekeeper, so the kitchen was the heart of life ‘below stairs;’ it would have been a lot warmer than the servants’ quarters and all the servants’ meals would have been served here.

Laundry

The laundry was often a separate building to keep the steam away from the main house, in many cases the laundry building was placed in a hollow, or hidden with hedges so that the family did not have to view their workers or their drying, which would have been hung on lines or spread over the hedges or grass. In large houses the washing for the entire household would have been done every day by the laundry maids, who were said to have the best complexions because of the steam from the wash tubs.

Maids Room – PUSH BUTTON COMMENTARY

In the Victorian period the children of middle class parents would have been looked after by a nanny. In this display the nanny can be seen preparing for bed, after curling her hair with rags and checking that the baby is sleeping soundly. After feeding the baby, she will discard the feeding bottle with the long teat, as she has found out that babies are dying from gastroenteritis using these bottles. No Milton is available yet to clean inside the tube which is full of killer germs. She has been promised a rare weekend off, and has been packing her tin trunk in readiness. She will get up early about 5.30 a.m. as usual, and wash in cold water in the china basin on the washstand.

Childs Playroom – PUSH BUTTON COMMENTARY

Hundreds of toys from the Victorian era can be seen in the children’s playroom where Nanny would keep the children ‘seen and not heard’ with playthings such as dolls houses, writing slates and picture scrapbooks. In the bedroom there is a beautiful laced cradle, which was found in a cottage attic in Hastings, and was used when the elderly owner was a baby in 1905.

Background Information about displays

EXHIBITION CENTRE

Royalty Exhibition

An Audience with Queen Victoria is a unique mix of high-tech and history - our new interactive exhibition allows you to discover Victorian life from the Queen herself. Learn all about royal life, Victorian inventions, the lives of Victorian children and life in Battle in the 19th century with our new 3D animated display. There is an array of Royalty Memorabilia, including personal articles belonging to Queen Victoria, a letter from Queen Elizabeth II about her meeting with HRH Prince Philip before they were married and the Replica crown jewel collection.

J Bull Tea & Coffee Purveyors (Late Victorian 1890’s)

Selling high class mineral waters, and purveyors of tea, coffee, cocoa and confections. Notice the extra large tins for dispensing loose tea, originally a very expensive commodity, which reduced in price considerably with the advent of packaging and cheaper transport costs. In addition, this shop sells confectionery, and dispenses hot drinks, Oxo and Bovril, from brass and copper heaters produced in the shape of a castellated tower and also a lighthouse. Ginger beer was sold in stone bottles and mineral waters in marble-stoppered glass bottles called Cod bottles, hence the word ‘Codswallop’ crept into our language. Drinks companies also used ‘torpedo’ shaped bottles, known as ‘Hamiltons’ which could only be laid down on their side, thus preventing the cork drying out and leakage

of the contents. On the shelves, you will see familiar names such as Cadbury’s and Frys, and lesser known products which have disappeared from our lives, such as Rova Cocoa and Mazawattee Tea.

Francis Drapers & Outfitters (Edwardian 1901-1911)

Lady Rymer has called at the shop with a list of garments made to her usual style; chemises trimmed with broiderie anglais, muslin combinations with lace and ribbons and two striped cotton petticoats with flounces around the hem, to be delivered to the Manor when ready. She has asked for a seamstress to call on her to take measurements for a new taffeta ball gown with petticoat to match. Whilst in the store, she wishes to examine the choice of back-laced corsets, as her maid managed to break the last one, in her eagerness to give her ladyship an 18” waist.

Personal service was the order of the day and the comfort of the customer was paramount, thus the provision of a chair at the front of the counter. Plenty of time was given to the customer’s needs and various accessories, such as hats, gloves, scarves and shoes would be offered to complete a new outfit.

On the back shelves, look for the Singer Sewing Machines which used ‘chain’ stitch for general purpose sewing, whereas today a ‘straight’ stitch is used. There is also a fine selection of children’s lawn bonnets and lace trims for every occasion, plus the ‘day to day’ needs of sheeting and pillow-case material. Contents in window:

 Skirt Lifter (small tong-like gadget) so that ladies could lift their skirts when crossing the roads used by horse drawn carriages and coaches

 Button Hooks – larger ones for doing-up buttons on boots and the smaller ones for gloves

 Boot Pull – for pulling on tight fitting long boots and riding boots

 Variety of hat pins – long ones were Victorian and Edwardian head apparel which were less close fitting than later styles in the 1920’s

 Corset Stiffeners were usually made of whalebone or steel
Background Information about displays

Judges Camera and Postcard Shop (1930’s)

After the 1st World War, the German firm of ‘Leitz’ marketed a folding camera using 35mm film, which was copied by the British Company ‘Ensign’. The Ensign camera on display was used in the 1930’s by a sports photographer, Reg Jessop, who worked for the Eastbourne Gazette. The first photographic process was announced as far back as 1839, using wooden boxes and coated metal

plates, superseded by ‘pleated bellow’ cameras in the late 1850’s. A smaller version of this, the hand-held camera, became popular towards the end of the 1870’s, but it was still necessary to use a dark room to change the glass plates. In 1888 an American, George Eastman, an ancestor to Linda McCartney, brought out a camera which was sold ready loaded with a roll of paper-based film. When exposed, the whole camera had to be returned to the factory for processing and reloading. The camera was called ‘Kodak’. Kodak produced the world’s first camera with fully automatic exposure in 1939.

Judges are a local company based at Hastings. For many years they have produced postcards of towns and villages all over the country. In the window display you will see the sample books carried around newsagents and gift shops by agents in the hope of getting orders for their products.

Laird's Electrical Shop (1930’s-1950’s)

In this shop you could buy your first black and white TV Set and luxury items such as washing machines, vacuum cleaners and other household appliances. Mr. Laird would carry a stock of accessories such as radio valves, transformers and condensers, in order to make repairs on behalf of his customers. Today, it is a ‘throw-away’ society, as most products are nearly as cheap to buy a replacement, as pay for a costly repair. He would also hold everyday items such as light bulbs; these 
would last for years and did not need replacing very often at all.

Wartime Kitchen (1941)

Florence Searle, the mother of our family living here, is finding it hard to make ends meet in this time of war. Flo is a good seamstress and, to help with the budget, makes all their own clothes. All laundry is washed by hand in the sink and scrubbed on the washboard you can see standing below the draining board. Large saucepans or metal containers are used for boiling ‘whites’ and clothes are ironed either with a gas iron similar to that on the shelf next to the fireplace, or an electric iron plugged into the light fitting. To help control distribution of supplies, in January 1940, many products were put on ration. It is now 1941, and the tear-out coupon system changed at the end of last year as it was found to be too time-consuming, so now the coupons are smaller and the shopkeeper can cancel out a week’s worth with the stroke of a pen. It also saved on paper which is in short supply and our housewife has to remember to take her own wrapping paper to the shop where she is registered for her purchases. Each member of the family has a ration book and has an allowance of 4oz (113grams) of butter per week, 2oz cheese, 2oz tea, 12oz sugar, and meat is now rationed by price not weight, so a weekly allowance of 1s 2d (one shilling and two pence – 6p today) per adult has been given. We have experienced the worst loss of food through sinking at sea this year than at any other time, and this scarcity has brought more food onto rationing and allowances reduced, in some cases to only 1oz per week each.

Background Information about displays

G Granvilles General Store (1970’s)

General Stores – early 1970’s (at the time of conversion from pounds, shillings and pence to decimal coins) A typical ‘general store’, often found in small towns and villages; a vast emporium of general grocers and domestic ware, from bags of flour to individually boxed Oxo cubes (1d – one old penny each), and from buckets to buttons. These shops started to die out with the coming of the supermarket (an American idea) and others succumbed to the perils of business tax, which ate into their small profits. Fortunately, a few have survived, and it is a rare privilege in this modern age to experience the personal service and friendliness offered by these hard-working shop-keepers. Our store is loosely based on that of Arkwright's in ‘Open All Hours’ of television fame, so be careful as

Arkwright might be lurking around the corner, to hike you in by the scruff of your neck to buy a box of groceries!

Pepper's Boutique (1960’s-1970’s)

A ‘pop-art’ shop, similar to that found in Carnaby Street years ago, selling records, clothes and fashionable accessories from the psychedelic era. Feast your eyes on the riot of colour – tangerine, puce, deep purple and violet clash for space, making a bold statement for ‘choice’.

The Nippy's Tearoom

Our charming tearoom is reminiscent of the famous J Lyons and Co. tea shops and corner houses of the early 20th century. Nippy's Tearoom has been aptly named in true Lyons tradition - 'Nippy' was the nickname given to the Lyons waitresses. Let our Nippy's serve you a cream tea or sweet treat - we have a wide range of refreshments and snacks available. With room for approximately 50 visitors and further alfresco seating overlooking the children's play village and secure gardens, the tearooms are an ideal place to relax over a cup of tea after you're time-travel experience through Yesterday’s World.
Museum Quiz
As you wander through the museum try to answer these questions.

Main Building - Ground Floor

1. (Grocers) Do you know why there is a wire running across the shop?

_________________________________________________________________
2. (Post Office) What do you think is in the little bottles? Why did they need this?

_________________________________________________________________
3. (Music Shop) How many different kinds of music player can you see? Can you name any?

_________________________________________________________________
Main Building - 1st Floor

4. (Barbers) What happens in a barber’s shop?

_________________________________________________________________
5. How many different kinds of packaging are there for sweets?

_________________________________________________________________
6. Why was the radio so important in the 1930’s?

_________________________________________________________________
7. Why were people issued with ration books?

_________________________________________________________________
8. As well as medicines what else could you get at the chemists?

_________________________________________________________________
9. What was a pawnbroker and why did people need him?

_________________________________________________________________
10. What (object) can you see in the lace?

_________________________________________________________________
Museum Quiz

11. Can you see the blue glass jars hanging from the ceiling? What do you think they were for?

_________________________________________________________________
12. Can you find 5 items that we still use today? (There are at least 14)

_________________________________________________________________
13. Which 4 objects did they use instead of a washing machine?

_________________________________________________________________
Main Building - Top Floor

14. Why does the nanny put rags in her hair?

_________________________________________________________________
15. Why was the nursery often put at the top of the house?

_________________________________________________________________
New Building - Top Floor Royalty Room

16. How many different kings and queens are represented on the china and glass in this cabinet?

_________________________________________________________________
17. Name the missing queens:

King Edward VII & Queen___________________________________________

King George V & Queen ___________________________________________

King George VI & Queen ___________________________________________

18. Can you spot 4 sweets that we could buy today?

_________________________________________________________________
19. What is in the stone jars?

_________________________________________________________________
20. Ladies never went out without gloves. Why are some long and some short?

_______________________________________________________________________
Museum Quiz

21. What services did the coach provide?

_________________________________________________________________
22. Listen to the street sounds. What else would you hear today?

_________________________________________________________________
23. Can you think of 5 items that would be in a kitchen today that are not in the 1940’s kitchen?

_________________________________________________________________
24. How many things can you spot that we still buy today?

_________________________________________________________________
25. How much are your empty PLJ bottles worth?

_________________________________________________________________
26. The Peppers boutique portrays the late 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s. Can you name 2 Artists from each of these Years?

_________________________________________________________________
27. Which famous pop groups can you see advertised in this store?

_________________________________________________________________
Museum Quiz Answers

1. Payment for goods is sent in a container along the rapid wire to the cashier in the corner office. Any change needed is returned by the same method.

2. The little bottles contain ink, in which to dip the pens. They did not have biros or felt pens.

3. Polyphon with metal discs 1890, Phonograph Edison gem with wax cylinders, portable record player (for picnics) with flat discs.

4. Men could get a shave or a hair cut in a barbers shop.

5. Sweets and chocolate could come in tins, glass jars, packets, boxes, paper or foil. If you bought loose sweets the shopkeeper would weigh them into a paper bag.

6. The television had only just been invented and very few people had one, so the radio was the main way of receiving news and entertainment into the home.

7. During the war we were unable to bring food in from other countries so the food that was available had to be shared equally between everyone.

8. The chemist was also the optician and had dental equipment. He sold perfume too.

9. A pawnbroker gave money in exchange for goods. If you could pay the money back, you could have your property back. People needed the pawnbroker when they had spent all their money before the next pay day. Credit cards had not been invented.

10. You can see leaves, flowers and butterflies in the lace.

11. The blue bottles are fire extinguishers.

12. Hoovers, irons, saucepans, kettles, scales, bread bin, pastry cutters, rolling pin, jelly moulds, crockery, glasses, mixing bowls, whisk, container jars.

13. Dolly, washtub, wash board and mangle.

14. Nanny does this to make her hair curl.

15. The adults in the household did not want to hear any noise from the children. ‘Children should be seen and not heard’.

16. There are 8 - Queen Victoria, Edward VII, Queen Alexandra, George V, Queen Mary, George VI, Queen Elizabeth, Edward VIII.

17. King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra, King George V and Queen Mary, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.

18. Liquorice allsorts, dolly mixtures, lemon sherbets, mint imperials.

19. The stone jars contain ginger beer.

20. Short gloves would be worn during the day with long sleeved jackets or coats. Long sleeves would be worn in the evening with short sleeved or sleeveless dresses.

21. The coach carried passengers and took the mail.

22. Today we can hear motor vehicles.

23. In the kitchen today we have lots of electrical appliances such as toaster, fridge, freezer, kettle, microwave, coffee maker, mixer, dish washer, washing machine, chip fryer.

24. n/a

25. Empty PLJ (pure lemon juice) bottles were worth 3d.

26. There are adverts for The Beatles and Sex Pistols.

27. n/a
FAQ’s

1. When do you open?

Every day except 25-26 Dec and 1 Jan from 10.00am to 5.00pm. The tearoom is open from 10.30am. (Closes in winter periods)

2. Are you open on Sundays?

Yes - we are open 7 days a week all year round except 25th/26th December, and 1st January

3. Where is the coach park?

We advise coach drivers to drop off their passengers either outside the Abbey Hotel, four doors down from us, or outside the Post Office on the Abbey Green. The coach park is located behind Market Square at the north end of the High Street, signposted from the roundabout.

4. Which credit/debit cards do you accept?

Mastercard, Visa, Maestro, Switch, Solo

5. Where can I find a cash point?

HSBC, Barclays, Nationwide and Natwest are all close by in the High Street.

6. Are you wheelchair friendly?

The new building is accessible by lift. Unfortunately, the majority of the exhibition is displayed in a medieval hall house with all the original stairways and passageways retained, therefore access is extremely limited for wheelchair users. Due to the age of the building and its listed status, we regret that we are unable to provide lifts to the upper floors.

7. Is a visit to the exhibition suitable for the visually impaired?

The majority of the displays have push button commentaries.

8. How long does it take to visit Yesterday's World?

We have over 100,000 exhibits so you should really allow at least an hour and a half to two hours to have a proper look around the museum and gift shop.

9. Can we return to Yesterday's World on the same day?

Yes - you can go round the museum and gardens as many times as you like on the day of your visit, simply present your receipt/ticket at the counter upon your return. Please note that we try to allow a 45 minute gap between large parties, so group organisers should enquire first before returning with groups of 15 or more.
FAQ’s

10. Is there an area for lunch on-site?

Yes. Our 1930s style Nippy's Tearoom opened in April 2007. There is seating indoors for up to 30 people. Alternatively you are also very welcome to use the picnic area in the garden if you wish. If it is wet and there are more than 30 in your group, please stagger your lunch period. Our staff will advise you of this upon arrival. (Please Note that café Tearoom in winter months).

11. Do you do guided tours?

No. The majority of the displays have push button commentaries, describing 'how life used to be' in the home and the high street. In addition, we offer discovery sheets in seven different European languages, namely English, French, Spanish, Italian, German, Russian and Dutch.

12. Can we pay by invoice?

Yes. Please ask when booking. Otherwise it is OK to pay on the day. This is easier than paying in advance, in case there are any changes in your numbers.

13. Can I take my child's buggy round the museum?

Due to the medieval character of the stairways and building, you will be asked to hand in your pram or pushchair, in exchange for a number, before you commence your tour of the house. Buggies are allowed in the new building. Please ask one of the staff behind the counter if you would like to borrow a light weight pushchair to use as you go round.

14. Do you have toilets on-site?

Yes. The ladies, gentlemen and disabled toilet plus baby changing facilities are in the new building. There are also public toilets available upon arrival in each of the town car parks.

15. Where is the nearest Tourist Information Centre?

Inside the entrance at Yesterday's World

16. Do you have an activity sheet for children?

Yes, Please ask when booking or at the desk on arrival.

17. What is the maximum number that you can accommodate in a group?

We can accept numbers of up to 100 but please bear in mind that you may have to stagger lunch periods (see below) and split into smaller groups to go round the museum.
Contact Us

Yesterdays World

89-90 High Street

(Opposite battle Abbey)

Battle

East Sussex

TN33 0AQ

Group Booking Enquires………………………… 01424 777226

Shop Enquires……………………………………….. 01424 777226
E Mail ......................................................... shop@yesterdaysworld.co.uk

Facebook .................................................... yesterdaysworld - battle

Twitter ......................................................... @YesterdaysW1

Group Booking Form

Contact Name.
 ________________________________________________________

Address.

_________________________________________________________




_________________________________________________________

Contact Number.
_________________________________________________________

Contact E Mail.
_________________________________________________________

Group Name.
_________________________________________________________

Group Type.

_________________________________________________________

Date Of Visit.
_________________________________________________________

Number in Group.
Adults __________
@ £5.95





OAP's ___________
@ £4.95




Children _________
@ £4.20




Students _________ @ £4.20




S/Needs _________
@ £4.20



Carers ___________
@ £2.00




Organiser ________
@ Free
Additional Info.
_________________________________________________________




_________________________________________________________

Have you been before?
Yes / No

If not how did you find out about us? _________________________________________

YESTERDAYS WORLD 

Call Back required.

Yes / No

Confirmation e mail sent.
Yes / No

Booking Taken By.
_______________________________  Date. ____________________
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